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This half term, the children will be learning about the Mayans and their contribution to Maths and 
Astronomy. To further develop their understanding, the children will be visiting Cadbury World on 27th 

November. As part of the tour, the children will learn how the Mayans discovered and used coco beans as a 
drink and a sweet treat as far back as 900AD! 

English 

In English this half term, the children will be 
studying “The Egg” to link with our Science topic 
looking at how different animals begin their lives.  

They will firstly write a letter asking for further 
information. Then, throughout the term, they will 
create non-chronological reports and also 
instructions. Finally, they will have an opportunity 
to write a story and create their own sequel to our 
book! 

We will also be continuing with our spelling 
program ‘Read, Write Inc. Spelling’ throughout this 
half term which will support your child’s 
development.  

 

Maths 

This half term, the children will continue to complete 
weekly skills check tests as part of Assertive Mentoring. 
They will also complete a longer half termly test, which 
will form the basis of their ongoing mathematics 
assessment.  

Weekly times table tests will also continue, with children 
earning Bronze for knowing the answers in order (1 x 2 = 
2, 2 x 2 = 4 etc.), Silver for knowing them in any order 
and then Gold for knowing the related division facts (4 ÷ 
2 = 2). As well as Times Table Rockstars in class and at 
home. Any support at home would be appreciated.  

Throughout this half term we will be concentrating on 
place value and the formal methods of addition and 
subtraction.  

 

Science 

For our Science topic this half term, we will be asking the question, “Do all living things start life as an 
egg?” We will look at various types of animals, such as mammals, insects, amphibians and reptiles, and 

compare their life cycles. 

P.E. 

For P.E. this term, Year 5 will be swimming 
every Wednesday morning. Please make sure 
your child has: 

• Swimming cap and towel (all children) 
• Swimming costume (girls)  
• Swimming trunks not baggy Bermuda 

shorts (boys) 

 

Reading and Homework 

Thank you to those parents who hear their children read 
every night at home. It is making a tremendous 
difference to their reading and the children also have the 
chance to win a brand new book in our weekly ‘Star 
Readers’ raffle! 
 

Homework is given out on a Friday and expected to be 
returned by the following Wednesday. Children have 
several choices to choose from with all needing to be 
completed by the end of the half term. 


