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Spring 2 

‘Were the Anglo-Saxons really smashing?’ 
During this half term, Year 4 will continue to explore the History of Britain as we learn about the Anglo-Saxons. In this topic, the 
children will learn about who the Saxons were; why they came to England and how they have influenced our lives today. We will in-

vestigate how England was changed by the Anglo-Saxons and will use our design skills to build our own model settlement.  
This half term will see St. Mark’s take part in national science week to improve their scientific skills of enquiry. 

Literacy 

During this half term, we will be using the story: ‘Beowulf’ from 
the Usborne Young Reading series to support our persuasive and 
non-fiction writing. Through this story, we will explore the skills 

a warrior needed to write a letter to the King persuading him 
that they are the best person for the job. Through this, we will 

be completing interviews with King Hrothgar using ICT to          
recreate the role of the King.  

To support our non-fiction writing we will be using our                  
imagination to recreate our own monster for the story of         

Beowulf. For this we will be creating a fact file and information 
page that will support Beowulf on his quest to protect the      

Kingdom.   

We will end the term by exploring Anglo-Saxon poetry as we con-
tinue our preparations for our ESB exam, which will be     com-

pleted on the 10th May 2019.  

Maths 

As we aim to be ready for Year 5, the children will continue 
to explore different methods to solve problems using multi-

plication and division. 

We will continue to challenge all children through our weekly 
Maths challenges, which will be sent home so that you can    

familiarise yourself with the skills your children are able to 
use.  

A reminder that all children in Year 4 will be taking a SATs 
style times table test at the end of the year. To support your 

children in this, please encourage your children to access 
‘Times Table Rockstars’ online if they are able to do so, this 
will be supported by additional multiplication and weekly 10 

minute challenges.  

P.E. 
 

For 4J, P.E will now be on a Thursday afternoon in school.  Please could you ensure that your child has their PE in school every 
week, as this is an important time for your children. P.E. kit is black or navy trousers, a white t-shirt with black pumps or trainers. 

Children in 4W will begin to have swimming lessons on a Wednesday morning. Please ensure your child has the correct swimming 
costume, including a swimming cap. All children are to wear a full swimming costume; bikinis and beech shorts are not suitable.  

    Science 

In science, Year 4 will continue to be exploring the local area 
as we explore the animal habitats within it.  

A key focus of this topic is to explore how the animals within 
food chains challenge each other. This may be through animal 
adaptation, including changes to appearance or behaviors, and 
changes to the environment, i.e. competition through changes 

to the habitat.  

As we progress through the topic, we will explore the life of 
dinosaurs, and why they became extinct.  
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Reading 

Reading for meaning will continue to be a big focus this half 
term, as we continue to look for clues in the text. This will help 

us to explain how a character is feeling and understand the    
reasons for their actions.  

This half term, the children will continue to have guided reading 
sessions twice a week, which will enable them to develop the   

language and comprehension needed to discuss and explain their 
understanding confidently.   

Please continue to encourage your child to access BugClub at 
home if they are able to do so.  


