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Year 5 Newsletter 
Autumn 1 	

English 
Our  text  focus  this  half  term  will  be  the  Greek  
myth  'Theseus  and  the  Minotaur.'  We  will  be  
finding  out  about  the  structure  of  myths  and  

investigating   mythological   characters.  Through 
this, we will be writing a diary to express the 

emotions of the characters using the story to direct 
the choice we make. Our aim this half term is to 

develop the range of sentence structures we use and 
to consider how they may be used if different ways to 

improve our writing. 
In  addition,  the  children  will  begin  to  be work on  

their  spellings  in  their Year 5 Read, Write Inc. 
Spelling groups. Could we please ask that the 

children practise their weekly spellings at home. 

Maths 

In Year 5, your children will continue with 
Singapore Maths, which is the new Maths 

programme that was introduced to the children in 
Year 2. 

During this term, the key focus of our Maths 
learning will be Place Value as we begin to work 

with number to 1,000,000. We will use this 
understanding to find more or less, and round 

numbers to the nearest 10,000, 100,000 or 
1,000,000. 

Following this, we continue to work in our written 
methods of addition and subtraction. 

 
P.E. 

Children in Year 5 will be swimming this year. Our swimming lesson will take place at Fenton Manor 
Swimming Pool every Wednesday morning. All children will require their swimming costume on this day – 

this is a swimming costume for girls and swimming trunks or short for boys. Bikinis and beech shorts are 
not appropriate. Please ensure your child does not wear any jewelry for their swimming lessons.  

A letter from the doctors must support any child not able to swim.  

Science 

For our Science topic this half term, we will be 
asking the question, ‘Could you be the next CSI 

investigator?’ 
 

We will look at changing states including reversible 
and irreversible changes. From this, we will explore 

how investigators use science to catch a criminal, 
including finger printing and DNA. 

 

Reading and Homework 
Please continue to listen to your children read 

every night at home. We recognise at times that 
this is not an easy task but thank you for your 

commitment to this. Children need to be reading to 
an adult at home at least 5 times a week to be 

entered into the Star Readers draw 
 

The children will continue to have daily guided 
reading sessions as well as individual readers with 

the class teacher or support. 
. 

Please look out for your child's learning log each 
week. They need to choose one task each week and 

tasks should be signed off by an adult at home 
before it is returned. Thank you. 

 

This half term, our learning challenge will be “Who were the Ancient Greeks and what did we learn 
from them?” This will give the children the opportunity to learn about the different aspects of life in this 

ancient civilisation. In addition, they will have the opportunity to take part in a workshop, which will further 
enhance their understanding of the topic. 


