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This half term, the children will be learning about Antarctica and trying to answer the question, “Why is 
Antarctica So Cool?” During this topic, they will investigate where Antarctica is located, what types of 

animals and plants live there, how animals are able to survive in the climate, create biographies of famous 
explorers and also design a flashlight to help an explorer on their journey.  

English 

In English this half term, the children will be studying 
the books, “Tell Me a Dragon” and “Dragonology” to 
link with our Science topic looking at how different 
animals begin their lives.  

They will firstly investigate poetry and how we can use 
similes and metaphors to create poetic imagery. After 
that, we will focus on the skills needed to create non-
chronological reports detailing different types of dragons 
and finally we will be investigating and writing a 
newspaper report.  

We will also be continuing with our spelling program 
called Read, Write Inc. Spelling throughout this half 
term to support your child’s development of phonics and 
spelling.  

 

Maths 

This half term, children will continue with 
Singapore Maths, consolidating written and 
mental methods using all four operations.  

They will also continue to complete weekly Skills 
Check tests as part of Assertive Mentoring and 
complete a longer half-termly test, which will 
form the basis of their ongoing Maths assessment.  

Weekly timetable tests will also continue. Can we 
ask that parents support their child further by 
allowing them to access Times Table Rock Stars 
regularly at home. 

 

 

Science 

For our Science topic this half term, we will be asking the question, “Do all living things start life as an 
egg?” We will look at various types of animals, such as mammals, insects, amphibians and reptiles, and 

compare their life cycles. 

PE 

For PE this term, Year 5 will be swimming 
every Wednesday morning. Please make sure 
your child has: 

• Swimming cap and towel (all children) 
• Swimming costume (girls)  
• Swimming trunks not baggy Bermuda 

shorts (boys) 

 

Reading and Homework 

Thank you to those parents who hear their children 
read every night at home. It is making a tremendous 
difference to their reading and the children have the 
chance to win a brand new book in our weekly raffle! 
Homework is given out on a Friday and expected by 
the following Wednesday. Children have several 
choices to choose from which all needed to be 
completed by the end of the half term. 

 


