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Year 5 Newsletter 

Autumn 1  

English 
As we focus on reviewing the knowledge and skills 
taught in year 4, we will be using the award winning 

story: ‘Odd and the Frost Giants’, written by Neil 
Gaiman. It brilliantly tells adventure of a young boy 
that, with the help of three very unique friends, as 

rescues the city of Asgard from the Frost Giant 
invasion.  

Our key learning through this is targeted toward the 
development of the character in the narrative, 

through both description and dialogue. With this, we 
will also begin to develop our own story-telling as 

we innovate the story to create a new tale.  

Maths 
In year 5, your children will continue with Singapore 
Maths, which is the new Maths programme that was 

introduced to the children in Year 1. 
During this term, the key focus of our maths learning 
will be place value as we begin to work with number 
to 1,000,000. We will use this understanding to find 

more or less, and round numbers to the nearest 
10,000, 100,000 or 1,000,000. 

Following this, we continue to work in our written 
methods of addition and subtraction. 

Science 

For our science topic this half term, we will be asking 
the question, ‘Could you be the next CSI 

investigator?’ 
We will look at changing states including reversible 
and irreversible changes. From this, we will explore 
how investigators use science to catch a criminal, 

including finger printing and DNA. 

Reading 
We recognise at times that this is not an easy task at 
home but know and recognise the great impact this 
has on learning. Thank you for your commitment 

with this. To recognise this, children that are able to 
read at least 5 times a week at home will be entered 
into the Star Readers draw every Friday, for their 

chance to win a book to take home. 
In school, all children will continue to have daily 

guided reading sessions, as well as individual readers 
with the class teacher or support.  

Homework 

Please look out for your child's learning log each 
week. They need to choose one task each week and 

tasks should be signed off by an adult at home before 
it is returned.  

Homework will be given out every Friday and 
collected back in every Wednesday.  

We know this first half term back at school may be a little scary for us all but at St. Mark’s we are working 
extremely hard to ensure that the children are able to return to their learning and education safely. Many 

changes and plans have been put in place to minimise any spread of Covid-19, allowing us to maximise your 
child’s safety both in and around the school. If you have any concerns or questions, please speak to your 

child’s teacher, or any member of staff of St. Mark’s.  

P.E. 
Children in year 5 will be having P.E on Wednesday.  

Please send your child to school in their P.E Kit on this day as they will be staying in their P.E Kit and not 
getting changed back into their school uniform. This will help us to ensure that we can keep your children 

safe in school. We will be exploring gymnastics this half-term.  
We are awaiting confirmation for swimming lessons. Any information regarding this will be shared in a 

separate letter.  


