
PE 
For both 5AJ and 5MJ this half term, P.E. is on 
Wednesday – this is Swimming. 

A separate letter has sent to you with acceptable 
swimming costumes, but please note that for any child 
that long hair (boys and girls) a swimming cap is also 
needed. For those with short hair, a swimming cap is not 
needed. The school has shared excellent achievement in 
swimming so far this year and we know that all Year 5 
children will have great success in the pool too.  

St Mark’s CE Primary School 
‘Loving to Learn, Learning to Love’ 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

0 

English 
During this half-term, our English learning will support and 
build on our scientific understanding of Space. Through the 
text ‘Where we once stood,’ we will explore the stories and 
experiences of the first moon landing in 1969. Using this 
information, we will continue our exploration of empathy, 
through a diary in role of Neil Armstrong. Following this, 
we will focus on the developing a news report, firstly 
through the TV and then as a newspaper as we develop the 
use of speech within our writing.  

We will also be continuing Read, Write Inc. Spelling 
throughout this half term to improve our spelling.  

The children will also continue with their daily guided 
reading lessons, which are focused on developing the core 
comprehension skills that make them a good reader, 
including vocabulary.  

 
 
 
 

Maths 
This half term, children will continue to complete 
weekly Skills Check tests as part of Assertive 
Mentoring. They will also complete a longer half termly 
test, which will form the basis of their ongoing maths 
assessment.  
Weekly times table tests will also continue, as well as 
Times Table Rockstars in class and, if possible, at home. 
This is used to support the recall of number facts, which 
is crucial for our learning in Fractions. Fractions is our 
key learning focus this half-term. 
As we explore fractions, we will look to recognising both 
improper fractions and mixed numbers, changing 
between these, and using our times tables to help us find 
and recognise equivalent fractions. We will finish by 
developing our understanding of how decimals and 
fractions are linked.   
 

Science 

For our Science topic this half term, we will begin to 
explore space, the planets of the solar system, and gravity 
as we ask: ‘Will we ever send another human to the 
moon?’  

 

As Year 5 continue their historical exploration of Britain following the Viking invasion in 793AD and Duke William’s 
victory at the Battle of Hastings in 1066AD, this half-term leads us the establishment of the first parliament and 
beginning of British democracy as we explore the signing of the Magna Carta by King John in 1215. Our history 
challenge asks us: ‘Who were the early lawmakers?’ 
To begin our journey, we will start by exploring the importance of rules, and discuss who creates the rules and laws that 
we all follow every day. As we analyse the changes the Magna Carta brought to Britain, we will begin to develop our 
opinions of leadership and evaluate the importance of democracy within equality and the idea of fairness. 

 

Reading and Homework 
Thank you to those parents who hear their children read 
every night at home. It is making a tremendous difference 
to their reading. The children have the chance to win a 
brand new book in our weekly raffle! 

Homework is given out on a Friday and expected by the 
following Wednesday. Children have several choices to 
choose from with all needing to be completed by the end of 
the half term. 

 

 

 
 


