St. Mark’s CE Primary School

“Loving to learn, learning to love.”

School Prospectus
2021-2022
An Orchard Community Trust School

The School Day
Gates open at 8.30am

Registration: 8.40am

Reception lunch: 11:30am – 12:30pm
Key Stage 1 lunch: 11:45am – 12:30pm
Year 3 lunch 12:00pm – 12:40pm
Key Stage 2 lunch: 12:30pm – 1:10pm
Reception children finish at 2:40pm. Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
finish at 2.45pm - please collect your child promptly at the end of
the school day.

Term Dates
AUTUMN TERM 2021
School Opens Thursday 2nd September 2021
Half Term - Monday 25th October to Friday 29th October
School Closes Friday 17th December 2021
SPRING TERM 2022
School Opens Wednesday 5th January 2022
Half Term - Monday 21st February to Friday 25th February
School Closes Friday 8th April 2022
SUMMER TERM 2022
School Opens Tuesday 26th April 2022
School Closed - May Day - Monday 2nd May 2022
Half Term – Friday 27th May to Friday 3rd June
School Closes Thursday 21st July 2022
Staff training days – school closed to children:
Wednesday 1st September 2021
Monday 1st November 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Monday 25th April 2022
Friday 27th May 2022

School Uniform
White polo shirt
Royal Blue Sweatshirt/Cardigan with the
school logo – available to buy from the
school office: Sweatshirt £11.00
Cardigan £13.00
Black or grey trousers / skirt / pinafore
or Shalwar Kameez
Fitted headscarves can be worn in black,
white or royal blue
Black school shoes (no trainers)
PE Kit
Plain white T-Shirt, black shorts,
leggings or jogging bottoms
Black pumps (summer)
Trainers (winter)
Other Items
Book bag - £5.00 from the school office

Lunch-time
A healthy school meal is available for all
children. This cost is approximately £12
per week which needs to be paid on a
Monday morning in an envelope or purse
with the child’s name and class number. All
children in Reception and Key Stage 1 are
entitled to a Universal Free School Meal.
If your child does not want a school meal,
they can bring in a packed lunch. This is to
include a sandwich, fruit, cereal bar and a
carton drink. Please do not send in fizzy
drinks, chocolate or crisps. Please send the
lunch in a named lunch box.

Break-time
Reception and Key Stage 1 children all have a free piece of fruit
during morning playtime.
Key Stage 2 children can buy a juice, toast, crumpets or tea cakes.
from the kitchen at morning break. Prices are from 30p to 50p.

If you receive income support, job-seekers
allowance or in some cases child tax credit
or universal credit, your child may be
entitled to a Free School Meal. Please ask
at the school office for more information.

School Text Messaging Service

Classes for Parents

We have a text messaging service run by
‘Teachers to Parents’ where we can contact
parents with any reminders for events,
school closures, after school club
cancellations etc. Please make sure you
notify the school of any updated mobile
phone numbers for the service to work
effectively.

We look forward to resuming parent
classes, when we can, after the COVID
pandemic eases and it is safe to do so.
Please check the notice boards at the
front of the school and on the newsletter
for details or speak to Mrs Khan, the
Home School Link Worker.

School Newsletter
We send a newsletter home every other Friday to all children. This has important
dates and information on. Please check your child’s bag!

No jewellery should be worn to school. Please
make sure that your child does not wear earrings to school. This can be dangerous when
they are on the playground and during P.E.

Photographs
We are proud to celebrate the children’s work
and achievements and like to take their
photographs. These are sometimes used in the
press, on the school website and on the
internet. We ask you to sign a consent slip to
allow your child’s photograph to be used.

Golden Jumpers
On a Friday morning, we have a
“Praise Assembly”, when parents are
welcome to join us. Every week, we
reward one child from each class for
their achievements during the week.
They each get a certificate and they
get to wear a “golden jumper” for
the week. This must be returned to
school the following Thursday
morning so that we can wash it.

After School Clubs

Attendance Rewards

Children are invited to join the various afterschool clubs that run from 2.45pm –
3.45pm. We have previously run computing,
art, knitting, reading, gymnastics, multiskills, cooking, drama and drumming clubs.
Your child will bring home a letter each term
outlining the clubs available.

We strongly feel that children
achieve their best if they have a good
school attendance. All children
should achieve at least 96%
attendance. We reward children with
certificates and prizes to recognise
the importance of good attendance.

School Closure:
Severe Weather

Swimming
Swimming is part of the curriculum for all
children and we aim to take children from year
4 onwards at least for a half term per academic
year. We currently use Fenton Manor
Swimming Baths.
All children need the following swimming kit:
Fitted trunks not Bermuda shorts
Swimming costume – leggings if required
Swimming cap if they have long hair.
Clean Towel

Permission needs to be sought for goggles!

Reporting a Child’s Absence
If your child is too poorly to attend school, please ring
the school office before 9.30am to let us know why
your child will not be coming to school on 01782
234411 and choose option 1.

Leave of absence during term time
As the school aims to raise attainment and
attendance to the meet the national requirement, we
do not authorise any leave/holidays for children
during the term time. If an exceptional circumstance
arises, please make an appointment to see the
Executive Headteacher or Head of School.

We always try to keep the school open in
severe weather conditions. However,
members of staff cannot always reach
school easily and a reduced staff may
compromise the health and safety of the
children.
Attempts will be made to put out a
message on Radio Stoke (94.6FM) and
Signal Radio (102.6FM), if it is clear that
the school has to be closed. We will also
text parents using the school text
messaging service to inform them of this.
Please do not phone the school on snowy
days as this blocks up our phone lines and
means we cannot get messages out to
radio stations etc.
On snowy days please do not leave
children at the gate without having first
checked that the staff have been able to
reach school.
If the weather worsens during the day,
you may collect your children early. Again
a message will be put on the radio if
possible, a text message will be sent and
we will try to contact parents by the
telephone.

Religious Education
Religious Education is a compulsory part of the school curriculum. All pupils receive one lesson of
R.E. each week and each day includes a short act of collective worship. As St. Mark’s is a Church
of England School, the basis of lessons and worship is predominantly Christian and worship is
sometimes Anglican (Church of England). This is by no means exclusive and other faiths and beliefs
are introduced, discussed and the shared values are used as a basis for worship.
Any parent has the right to ask for their child to be excused from worship, but before exercising
that right, parents are asked to discuss with the Executive Headteacher the full implications of
withdrawal from this most important area of the curriculum.

The School Curriculum
At St. Mark’s we teach all aspects of the National Curriculum including:
• English
• History
• Mathematics
• Geography
• Science
• Music
• Religious Education
• Art
• PSHE
• Design Technology
• Computing
• Physical Education
All subjects are taught through a creative skills based approach linked to an overarching
Learning Challenge Curriculum question. Through the curriculum, children are given many
opportunities to apply their basic skills in English and mathematics. Children are assessed
daily with work differentiated to meet the needs of all learners. The curriculum is enhanced
by planned educational visits and visitors each half term. It is expected that all parents will
make a small financial contribution to the costs of such visits and visitors.

Keeping Parents informed...
We have an open door policy where parents are welcome to come and talk to us if they
have any concerns. The Executive Headteacher (Mrs Johnstone), Head of School (Mr
Nicholls), Inclusion leader (Miss Thomas) and the Home School Link Worker (Mrs Khan) are
out on the playground in a morning and after school if you would like to ask any general
questions. Appointments can be made at the school office if you would like a confidential
appointment.
Parents’ Evenings – we have two parent’s evening a year, one in the autumn term and one
in the spring term, where you will have the opportunity to meet with your child’s class
teacher and discuss their progress. We also have an open afternoon in the summer term
where parents are invited in to school to look at their child’s work.
Reports – An annual report of your child’s progress is sent out in July each year. Parents can
also request to meet with their child’s class teacher to discuss their annual report if
required.

The last Ofsted Report
St. Mark’s was inspected by Ofsted in March 2017. We were pleased to remain a “GOOD”
school and happy with the positive comments that the inspectors made regarding the
teaching and learning in the school, the children’s behaviour and what a happy place St.
Mark’s is.
A full copy of the report is available from the school office or on the school website.

Homework is anything that children do outside of the normal school day that adds to their
learning through guidance from school. Homework covers a wide variety of activities carried
out by pupils with parental help to support children’s learning. For example, a parent who
spends time reading a story to their child before bedtime is helping their child to learn.
Children benefit greatly from the shared support of parents and teachers in encouraging them
to learn both at home and at school. We see homework as an important way of establishing
a successful partnership between parents and teachers. Homework plays a positive role in
raising a child’s level of attainment. We also acknowledge the important role of play and free
time in a child’s growth and development. While homework is important, it should not
prevent children from taking part in the wide range of out-of-school activities and
organisations that play an important part in the lives of many children.
We set a variety of homework activities designed to promote independence and develop
skills. At St Mark’s we use ‘Learning Logs’ to set and record homework activities. These are
usually open ended activities which ask children to investigate a topic at home prior to
studying it in school. When we ask children to study a topic or to research a particular subject,
we encourage them to use the local library and the internet. Sometimes we ask children to
find and collect things that we can then use in practical investigations in school.
The range of homework given in Reception:
• Reading (10 minutes every day).
• Practicing key words and sounds in phonics.
• Phonic application worksheets as appropriate.
The range of homework given in Key Stage 1:
• Reading (a minimum of 10 minutes every day).
• Practicing key words, sounds in phonics and spellings
• Maths work in an areas of maths such as; numbers, counting, measuring and
shape.
• 2, 5 and 10 times tables.
• Learning Logs.
The range of homework given in Key Stage 2:
• Reading (a minimum of 10 minutes every day).
• Practising key words and spellings
• Times tables.
• Learning Logs.
We give all children a learning log that they are expected to complete their homework in.

Home School Agreement
When your child starts at St. Mark’s you and your child will be asked to sign a copy of the Home
School Agreement shown below. This confirms everyone’s agreement to provide the best care
and support for the children.
Home School Agreement
The parents/guardians
I/We shall ensure that:
• My/our child will attend school regularly, punctually and properly equipped with the
correct uniform, P.E. Kit and swimming kit.
• I/we will inform the school on the first day of any absence.
• I/we will make the school aware of any concerns or problems that might affect my
child’s work or behaviour.
• I/we will support the school’s policies and guidelines for behaviour.
• I/we will attend parents’ evenings and discussions about my child’s progress.
• I/we will support my child’s learning at home.
St. Mark’s CE Primary School

The school will ensure that:
• We care for your child’s safety and happiness.
• Your child achieves to the best of their abilities as a valued member of the school
community.
• We provide a balanced curriculum and meet the individual needs of your child.
• We achieve high standards of work and behaviour through building good relationships
and developing a sense of responsibility.
• We will keep you informed about general school matters and your child’s progress in
particular and contact you if there is a problem.
• We will be open and welcoming at all times and offer opportunities for you to become
involved in the daily life of the school.
• We will be respectful and appreciative of the diverse range of cultures and beliefs.
I will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The child/pupil
Attend school regularly and on time.
Bring all my equipment I need every day.
Wear the school uniform and be tidy in appearance.
Do all my class work and homework as well as I can.
Be polite and helpful to others.
Keep the school free from litter and graffiti.
Ensure I deliver school letters to my parent/carer.
Tell an adult whom I trust if I have any worries or problems.

Signed: Parent ………………...............
School ………………...............
Pupil/child ………………...............

